
Relational
Discipleship
Henk Kempers & Molong Nacua



Relational Discipleship

Preface
Why were we put in this world?
My dear friend Henk Kempers and Brother Molong brilliantly highlight the importance of the Factor 
R in his book. R for relationships, how we relate to God, to one another, to institutions and sphe-
res that shape society. In his adopted paradise island - Curaçao - he has come to some conclusions 
when it comes particularly to helping addicts, the summary of his journey is: People are seeking for 
meaningfulrelationships, not for a kick off or rehab center. The lacking of meaningful relationships 
is what leads (scientifically proved) people to comfort and medicate themselves, leading many to 
meet legal needs in illegal ways.

As a Messianic Jew, I am interested in what the Torah has to tell us regarding relationships, and there 
is plenty, and volumes have been written about it. Nevertheless I would like to share some personal
thought by using the laws of war in Deuteronomy 20:5-8.

5 The officers shall say to the army: “Has anyone built a new house 
and not yet begun to live in it? Let him go home, or he may die in bat-
tle and someone else may begin to live in it. 6 Has anyone planted a 
vineyard and not begun to enjoy it? Let him go home, or he may die 
in battle and someone else enjoy it. 7 Has anyone become pledged 
to a woman and not married her? Let him go home, or he may die in 
battle and someone else marry her.” 8 Then the officers shall add, “Is 
anyone afraid or fainthearted? Let him go home so that his fellow 
soldiers will not become disheartened too.”

The difference between these four laws of war, is that only one is for the good of the community: “if 
anyone is afraid or fainthearted, let him go home. This is logical, because fear spreads like a virus, 
like a disease and will jeopardize the moral of a whole army. The other three laws are more for the 
interest of the individual. These first three laws remind us of the movie Saving Private Ryan, where 
a whole platoon is mobilized into France during the II World War, in order to save the only surviving 
son of a widow who has already lost two sons during the war. A mistake was made and this last 
surviving son was also conscripted. His life was worth being saved and others went through even                       
                             sacrificing their lives, because of the principal of the individual right.

                                     But why should I care about a house that I have not built? Or a vineyard, or if the new
                                      soldier who died was newly wedded?  Because if any of them were at the point of en  
                                            joying a new built house, or the bride  of their dreams, or the fruit of their garden;
                                          hieving  a goal, a dream, a transcendent  thing, and not doing it because he got
                                             killed inaction.  It  will be like dying meaningless, without significance.  
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That is the real tragedy, and it is significance what gives shape and a reason to be to a community. 
The understanding of a purpose, and the reason for why I was created, designed.

 These three individual laws, remind us of the image of God
He created a house for us, earth, which is the only inhabited place in the whole universe. It is the 
place He chose to create his image, it is the womb of the universe. But He also created woman and 
the womb is the only organ in a human body that serves somebody else, a baby, Gods image. Earth 
is the house of the universe, where God wants to live, with his creation, the womb is the house of his 
image, but all reflects a powerful connection and relationship. God chose not to control the universe 
but to love it.
The vineyard reminds us of one of the first jobs God himself is very acquainted with, he planted a 
garden at the East of Eden, just after creation, just after building a home (earth), he is a gardener. 
The garden needs watering, maintenance. The farmer doesn’t sweat hours plowing, planting and 
driving a tractor, because it is fun. He does it because he has a vision, and the vision is the fruit, the 
harvest, even the beauty of the garden itself. A vineyard reminds me of Italy and southern France, 
even an Argentinean farm, where the whole family eats outside, enjoying what is planted and col-
lected, singing songs and dancing together. Taking care of a vineyard, requires commitment, and 
literally means, you must stay, it is a lot of work, but it is for others to come and see, and enjoy with 
you the vineyard.

Wife, reminds us that in the garden, God gave Adam Eve. When we stay in the garden, others will 
come and through relationships, you meet that girl, then get married, then the family grows, com-
munity starts.
For Adam, the garden, the vineyard was just a farm, but when he met Eve, that place truly became a 
Paradise. A place where relationships are meaningful, where connections happen and there is not 
artificial harmony.

The Tabernacle, represents that house, it was a reminder of all the above for Moses and Israel of the
     importance of relationships. We may call it church, cell group, 
   ministry. But we must keep always the simplicity of building a family,
        where we all have a purpose and have a contribution to the banque-
                                                                                          ting table in that garden, that is always open to others to come 
                                                                            and enjoy its fruits. Discipleship through relationships then, 
                                                                                 is buildinggardens, restoring that paradise of relation-
                                                                                        ships with Creator, creation, society, self and 
                                                                                                      productivity among the nations.

                                                                                                                     A cordial Shalom,
                                                                                                                     Armando BennerAdam and Eve in the Garden of Eden
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Thanks
Molong and Lisa Nacua lives in a beautiful island of Cebu, Philippines. They were 
traditional pastors for 7 years and did house church planting for another 8 years. 
Now are focusing on making disciples to their generation and to the next to come. 
They are now up to their 7th generations on record. Their mission is two-fold: 
make disciples and starts apostolic hubs around their country. They bore 3 beauti-
ful children their own and have orphans and widows around their hubs. You can contact and get to 
know more of them and their work at www.molongnacua.com
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I have known Henk Kempers many years and I have been impressed with his hunger for the Lord in 
seeing people free from any spirit except the Holy Spirit. There is much fruit that remains in those 
he has helped to get real freedom from any unhealthy bondage. Henk is a serious end time spiritual
warrior winning many into the Kingdom and he is a solid friend to God, to men and women and we 
are thankful to know him well and have him in our radical Global missions family.

Jorge Parrott Ph.D.
Director, MorningStar/CM Missions and MSU College of
Theology

www.eaglemissions.org

Recommendations
Leading by example is one of the greatest needs in the world filled with sarcasm and anti values. I 
remember when I first met Henk and he shared his journey with me. I was then his leader and he 
asked me, while having breakfast, to mentor him. Years later I experience a season of incredible bro-
kenness and Henk was there not to judge me, not to tell me ‘I agree with you’, but just to be a friend. 
A good friend. Modelling leadership through relationships, in a real way, is what the world deeply 
needs today. Henk lives that, he is not a super hero, not an evangelical celebrity, he just cares and 
connects with others. He, Joan and their children truly reflect the greatest experience a human can 

have, family. I recommend this book based not only in theories but in living out the 
benefits of relationships . You won’t be the same and I believe many will join him, 
them in Curaçao.

Armando Benner
Co-founder Nations2Nations
HeArt4All

We have known both Henk and Molong for several years now and deeply respect their walks with 
Jesus and with family and friends. They are doing what they are talking about and are seeing the 

fruit of their investment in relationships as others multiply those rela-
tionships. This is what Jesus did. He lived with the twelve. There is no 
other or better way.               
May this booklet encourage you to do the same. 
Steve & Marilyn Hill
‘ The Luke 10 Manual’

www.harvest-now.org



CHAPTER 1
“Discipleship” is not defined 
or identified as a group of people 
meeting on a 2-hour study on a 
particular subject on a particular 
day. I have no idea where this thing 
comes from since Jesus and the 
disciples never did it.
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“Discipleship” is not defined or identified as a group of people meeting on a 2-hour study on a par-
ticular subject on a particular day. I have no idea where this thing comes from since Jesus and the 
disciples never did it.

Jesus could have asked Peter to pass around copies of Discipleship Lesson 2 on faith when they en-
tered into the upper room in Jerusalem or into a synagogue. But instead, when they walked around 
the hills and valleys and they heard the birds singing, Jesus said: “Look at the birds”, and… it’s a
lesson about faith. “See these grasses?” Jesus added and it becomes a lesson on trust.

The way our master discipler, Jesus, raised them as sons and daughters of the kingdom (not as
 faithful members of a social religious fan club) is very effective and powerful. Therefor He was able 
to leave them after being together with them for only three years. And a revolution starts with only a 
bunch of smelly fishermen. We must go back to the basics of discipleship which is apprenticeship: to 
be bound to serve one another for a long  period of time. Full of endurance to learn the art of
                           changing lives. As we are called to serve Him and one another, Jesus develops His follo-
                          wers and all who want to follow Him into servants. “Denying”, “dying to yourself”, “laying
                                    down your life to your brother”, “no desire of yourself whatsoever” is not a “leadership
                                              course” at all to attend in a classroom during a conference. As we see most lea-
                                                      dership stuff is developed in the “barn” while servanthood is developed in 
                                              the “field.”   Imagine if Jesus had only spent 12 hours a day with His disciples in 
                                              three years time, and we do it for a 2-hour academic knowledge, once-a-week
                                                discipleship training. Do you know how many years it would take for us to 
                                              become Jesus’ disciples?



36 years!

No wonder that it is in the “togetherness,” it is in the “daily from house to house”, “breaking bread” 
and “the apostles doctrine” (Acts 2:42-46) that the early church functioned as a Body of Christ (not 
fragmented species) to corporately obey their King. A “changed life” depending on “one another” and
not on a weekly 2-hour knowledge puff-up style.

There are 168 hours in one week. If we spent only 2 or 4 hours in a quick meeting-based church, ha-
ving a “talk-show” instead of a “do-it-together

LIFE”, you know what? It doesn’t transfer kingdom values!

Recently I read the book Follow by Floyd McClung. Several times in the book he uses a phrase that for 
me sums up a question that I have been pondering for several months now. Here’s the phrase: “We 
disciple the lost to be converted, not convert the lost to be discipled.”

Most Christians plan to convert the lost and then work with them to become a disciple. Someone 
becomes a believer in Christ and we then engage them in a program to teach them the basics of our 
faith. We make sure they know how to read the Bible and pray, that some sin issues in their lives are 
dealt with and that they get involved in church life. And this is all good! And it was my understan-
ding of discipleship for a long time too. I am now rethinking this.
What is a disciple? A learner. One who follows Jesus and obeys Him. The twelve were called disciples 
immediately after they chose to follow Jesus. But the way Jesus worked with them was very different 

to the knowledge-based pattern that we see in most churches. 
For one thing, he worked with themas a group.

People used to believe before they belonged. For example, 
they would make a commitment to Jesus before they joined a 
church. Now it seems to work the other way around, especially 

with younger people. They want to belong to something; belief follows later. The group identity is 
important to them. 
We saw this happen with a group of young people who started hanging out at our house. The kids 
loved to visit and would sit in our hot tub or play games until late at night. We did spiritual  activities 
with them too and their lives began to change. Often the way we knew they had  crossed from death 
to life was when they asked us if they could get baptized. 
The kids belonged to the group first; belief followed. But we were intentionally  discipling 
them as a group before they made that commitment. There are only one or two examples 
of individuals becoming followers of Jesus in the book of Acts (Paul and the Ethiopian 
eunuch). Mostly it was households (Lydia and her household, Cornelius and his 
household etc.). 
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It seems likely that as these groups became followers of Jesus together, they would learn to follow 
Jesus together too.

If we lead individuals to Christ and extract them from their oikos by bringing them to our (house) 
church, we lose the opportunity to bring a group of people to Christ. 
We find ourselves working with individuals rather than seeing a group growing in Christ together. 
 
So how did Jesus train his disciples?

He shared the rough and tumble of 
everyday life with them (Luke 8:1-3). He 
asked them questions to show them 
what they needed to learn (Matthew 
16:13-20). He answered their questions 
(e.g., Matthew 17:19-20). He demon-
strated the practical skills they needed 
to know (Luke 11:1-3). He used teachable 
moments. Consider, for example, the occasion in Matthew 20 when James and John persuaded their 
mother to approach Jesus about letting them sit next to Him in his Kingdom. Jesus used the oppor-
tunity to compare the world’s  style of leadership with his Kingdom way of leading. (You
know how leadership is done in the world - rulers lord over those under them. But with you it is to be 
different. If you want to lead then become a servant and slave). He gave them assignments and had 
them report back, using their reports to bring fresh insight and teaching (Luke 10).

Jesus didn’t give his disciples a body of knowledge, but the experience of living with him. Making a 
disciple is leading someone to become an obedient follower of Jesus. Maybe if we raised the bar on 
what it means to become a follower of Jesus by discipling them before they make a commitment, we 
would not have the lukewarm churches that now so sadly dot the religious landscape.

Remember that the New Testament way is no delay in baptism. They baptized directly. It’s a pack-
age. If you make disciples without baptism then the person is not FULLY made yet into a disciple. He 
is a half-baked disciple. Because if a person really is willing to follow Jesus then he will do his very 
best to follow Him in baptism. If a person is not willing to go through baptism then how much more 
following Jesus through persecution? Hardships?

Relational Discipleship8
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CHAPTER 2
Here are the testimonies 
and the personal testimony 
from Henk Hempers

I was praying with a man from Morocco in Dutch. The Spirit of God took over and I spoke a different 
language. I did not know what it was. After 9 minutes I had nothing more to pray and he said (trans-
lated to Dutch for me by his girlfriend): “You just spoke my native tongue, the dialect of my village!
God spoke to me through you about who Jesus is!” He went on his knees and gave his life to Jesus.

Recently in my car, a man addicted to cocaine for 15 years, gave his life to Jesus. When I told him that 
God wants to be his Father, he broke down. We’re going to meet regularly now to build a relationship. 
Yes, to me this is discipleship.

Testimonies like these happen often.
For myself, I notice that I not always do what I should. In the bible I read that when someone comes 
to Christ, he or she also gets baptized. Usually, I accounted the church responsible for that. The last 
six years when I was living on Curacao, I came across this regularly. My friend Molong from 
Cebu, the Philippines, made me think about it. We skype often. They sometimes baptize 
three till seven people a day. I wrestled a lot with him on this subject. I also wrestled with 
that I knew about discipleship but in reality I didn’t do it. This booklet originated thanks 
to him, he helped me make a shift concerning the subject discipleship. Our big friend 
Steve Hill whom I wrestle with a lot also has a big share in this booklet.
The name of our foundation, “Just go 4 it”, becomes more and more practical 



in this approach. “Go out and make disciples”, that has always been the thought behind it but I did 
only 50% of it. Now I also baptize people and stay in relationship with them. I see we are making 
good progress. I wish you a good read, and yes... it is a shift on discipleship indeed.
I would like to add that this has not been born from out of rejection. In the year 2001 our church 
stopped it’s weekly services, what made my wife Joan and myself think on how to proceed. From 
there we went to Youth with a Mission and there we began to explore the things of God’s Kingdom. 
In 1990, October 21st, I was radically freed from a 12-year heroine addiction. So this is the 25th year of 
my process of being born again. Now I am dad to Nathan, 12 years old, and Ezra, 8 years old, my two 
sons. As a family, we are missionaries in Curacao now...

Henk’s personal testimony:
“My body was a squat of evil forces. I’d been involved with ‘innocent’ psychics, tarot cards and occult 
movies like ‘The Exorcist’. I was also a serious heroin addict. When people on the street asked if I 
would choose for Jesus, the squatters started screaming from within and went violent.”
Henk Kempers, of the foundation JustGo4It, is speaking. After a radical conversion, Henk now works 
as a missionary at Curacao. He used soft and hard drugs, began hearing voices in his head and was 
in a psychiatric clinic in Raalte, the Netherlands. He found himself involved in demonic forces – in 
the punk scene. This had one major cause. “I was looking for negative forces and negative attention 
because I didn’t get what I wanted, to hear from my father that he loved me.
Neither did my mom ever say that. Now, I know that it’s because they never learned it themselves. 
Hugs or saying loving things weren’t a part of them. They were from a generation after the war and 
showed their love by doing nice things, like going to a playground.” In that period that Henk didn’t 
listen to God or anyone, he met an evangelism team in Hengelo, the Netherlands. The leader, Toon 
van Trier, said, ‘Wouldn’t you give God a chance?’ Henk had already tried  everything before, but not 
with the desiring results. “I was in the punk scene and said ‘Go away with your Jesus!’ 
But those voices were speaking up in me.” After a conversation, Henk realized that he didn’t have 
much to lose. “‘Perhaps then I don’t have to draw trees anymore with the psychiatrist.’ I didn’t really 
care for praying on the streets. I was pretty known in Hengelo. Eventually they went to the car of 
the evangelists to pray. One of the elders said, ‘If you don’t choose, nothing will happen.’ I suddenly 
thought, ‘Why not?’
And I decided to accept Jesus into my life. But the squatters within me – who had been silent for a 
long time – revolted when I wanted to choose Jesus. They started to manifest themselves. ‘We won’t 
leave this body!’ they said. I had to say out loud, ‘Satan, I’m choosing for you to leave this property, 
because I’m in control of my own body.’ It was hard, but the solution came quickly. 
                          Suddenly the heavenly military unit came and forced their way into the property. The
                             squatters were screaming because I had said ‘no’ to satan. It wasn’t easy, after half an
                                     hour I wanted to grab a knife and stab the elder next to me. But I couldn’t. There was  
                                      an invisible wall between us. They said, ‘Satan, get out in Jesus’ Name!’ It took one
                                             and a half hour to get the liar out and God’s love started filling me up. Those two
                                              worlds where a difference of day and night by the way. When God touched me, 
                                            I felt dirty. I smelled the stench and started crying like a little child.
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” The next day, Henk went to church, even though he didn’t really want to. When he was there, the 
next confrontation came up. He wanted to escape the church to get away from the songs about the 
blood of Jesus.
Every time he got encouraged to stay and at the end of the service he decided to let people pray 
for him again. “I showed my hand because I wanted them to pray for me. The elder that had been 
praying for me the night before said, ‘All children have to leave now.’ The adults remained and the 
whole church started praying out loud. I heard a strange language, which sounded like Russian or 
Chinese. Something inside of me became really angry, but I surrendered. ‘Jesus, here I am’, I said. I 
fell backwards and started to manifest. People were holding me and someone was even sitting on 
top of me, and said, ‘Henk, you need to choose now, so the strong man who’s closing up everything 
from within, will leave.’ And then the heavenly military unit came back. They prayed for me for an
hour and Christ delivered me completely. Everything changed. ‘Henk, what has happened to you? 
The dark look in your eyes is gone, you don’t swear.” addicted people asked me.
I said, ‘I met Jesus, I don’t need drugs anymore.’ They said ‘We want that too.’ I invited them into my 
home and put mattresses on the floor, so they could stay over for a while. I looked at videotapes of 
Reinhard Bonnke all day and I asked God ‘Why are there miracles happening in Africa, but not here? 
Could You be so merciful to let that happen in my home? Because, I see millions of people falling to 
the ground, being healed, being delivered from voodoo. 
Can’t that happen in my home too?’ And it did happen in my home. 
In the living room. I spoke and people fell to the ground. Some stayed there 
for three hours and said ‘It’s like an elephant is standing on top of me.’ 
But I knew what it was. God was operating on  them, arresting them 
for His Kingdom. The only thing I did, was testifying and God did 
the miracles. People were delivered from drugs and alcohol and 
were aware of sins. About twenty people radically found Christ 
because God worked in them.

Questions to ask yourself:
1.Am I saved? 
   Do I know Jesus or am I a disciple of Jesus?
2.What is the difference between a Church 
    disciple and a Kingdom disciple?
3.How does my environment notice and see 
    that I’m a disciple of Christ?

Henk and Joan wedding



CHAPTER 3
What is essential?
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What is essential?
Busy? No time to see your brother or sister? No time to build good and healthy, committed kind of 
relationships? “I’m tired. I think I will go to bed.” No. You go see your brother and love your brother. 
“Work while it is daytime; night comes when no one works.” “I think I will go do something that’s fun 
for me.” Bring a brother with you; bring several brothers and sisters with you. Do it with other people. 
“Well, I have to go to the market; I don’t have time to be with sisters and brothers.” Yes, you do. Bring 
them with you. Do it together. And then you can talk about your Life with Jesus, talk about what 
you’ve read last night, talk about your kids, talk about what you’ve dreamed the other night. You 
can even talk to people about Jesus along the way. And along the way you can see what the needs 
of your brother and sister are, what they like and what things are important to them because you 
are involved in their lives. Your gifts will be available to them and their gifts will be available to you. 
We share Life - Together. “THIS is HOW all men will know; by them seeing you LOVING ON EACH 
OTHER” (Joh. 17, Ampl. Trans.). If we wait until we are ready with all our busy stuff in order to be Fa-
mily, we will never be Family. A family does all the busy things together. Washing clothes together, 
going to the market together. Go on trips together to talk to people about Jesus. While we are to-
gether, we can confess our sins and pray for each other. “Yesterday I got angry because someone 
cheated on me. I spoke harsh words to him. I went to him and said “forgive me” because I got angry.
                            Can you please forgive me too for what I did yesterday?” Somewhere we have lost the
                             Heart of Jesus’ Way, the Way of lives melted together. He even took three brothers with 
                                   Him in the garden, at the most painful and delicate time of His life!  
                                       And so should we.

                                            We must crack open our hearts and let other brothers and sisters 
                                                come into our hearts.
                                             This is absolutely essential. There is no way around it. 
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“The kingdom of God is neither here nor there. It’s inside of you.” Are 
you seeking His Kingdom? It’s inside each of us. I must get inside of 
you and I must welcome you to come inside of myself. That’s where 
the Kingdom is. This takes courage, humility and obedience. We must 
be like mashed potatoes, not separated potatoes. We must be Family 
having one hundred mothers, sisters and brothers - not just one. 
Hundred good friends and acquaintances. If we begin to live this way 
into each others lives everyday together, if we come out our homes 
and get into people’s hearts and lives and welcome them also into our 
hearts and lives, then we will see a Church that the gates of hell will 
not prevail against any longer! 
We won’t need all these artificial divisions anymore of Baptist, Pentecostal, or Evangelical. We don’t 
need all these labels anymore. Have this vision for your city. Jesus wants His people to be ONE. Hah! 
We won’t become one because we decide to throw away our doctrines. We will only become one 
when we decide to throw away our sins. The seven churches in the book of Revelations didn’t receive 
a rebuke from Jesus because they have different doctrines, styles of worship or different labels of 
Christianity. Jesus rebukes them for their sins. Now, not everyone WANTS this - but YOU can live or 
even die for it!

Topic Discipleship
When making disciples who are making disciples starts happening where you are, at first you will 
get confused about  your theology. And that’s normal for those who see these things happen. As if 
you don’t know what to do next, and that is basically good. Because, in the first place, when the first
disciple has made his second one and so on, then it only means that you didn’t play your part with it. 
It’s the principle behind the great commission that is working. All you do is respond in amazement. 
If that’s the case then how well do you know what’s the next thing to do? You don’t. Be careful not to
go ahead of what’s going on. Always ask the Lord. You can’t copy what’s going on here and in other 
places. When one doesn’t know what to do, (he might know it from his head!) then that means that 
we can only rely on God. Ask Him. Why? Simple. They are His disciples, not ours. However what you 
can do as given is to be a father or mother to them. 
Have more relationships, hundreds of them. This doesn’t need more meetings. No way. Do things to-
gether: gardening, washing, carpentry, painting, repairing, welding, building houses for others, help 
a widow together, raise an orphan together, eat together, play together. Relationships, that is how 
church is defined - by our love for one another. This means that we don’t leave each other behind. 
Always go and do things with someone else. Then the world will see that we are truly 
His own people.

Relational Discipleship
1. Who pushes you? When it says “go and make disciples” it means two things: there 
are  going to be people around us who we can make disciples, and people who made 
us a  disciple. 
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The question is, can you possibly point your finger to someone who made you a  disciple and people 
whom you made a disciple? 
And can that person confirm your  claims? If your answer is, “I don’t need to know them, only the 
Lord knows”, then it’s  no wonder that it is quite common to see unparented Christians or spiritual 
orphans who go in and out of churches, having many “pastors” yet no one is becoming a father or 
mother to them. What kind of fathers are they when they don’t know their children? What kind of 
children are they when they don’t know their parents [in the Lord]? 2. Find your circle. The “how” 
question is asked very often. To find the easiest person to make a disciple are those friends who be-
lieve in you, trust you, and are loyal to you. I believe these people have been prepared by God with a 
relationshipwith you in order for you to make them Jesus disciples. [2Tim. 2:2]

Actually, if your life is worth to be believed in and can be trusted, that means that your life is being 
“salt of this earth” and “light of this world”, and than you don’t have to look for these people. The wor-
ld is full of deceitfulness and wickedness, and therefore people in this world are looking for people
who they can believe and trust in. Make sure that that person is you.

3. Take them to Christ. We are taking men to Christ to be discipled by Him. That is, they are not our 
disciple but Christ’s. We only make them a disciple of Jesus Christ. We are not the discipler, the Holy 
Spirit is. We just push them up to follow Jesus, not us. It is time to fully trust the Holy Spirit working
in a person’s life.
What could be the purpose of the Holy Spirit living in the believer 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week? Is it not to “teach you all truth”? Is there anyone better 
than the Holy Spirit? The reason why we are accountable only to God and 
not to any man is because He Himself lives in us through His Holy Spirit.
He is all in all, so He knows our all within. So the Holy Spirit is in me, you 
may propose, so that makes me teaching right always? This is where Rela-
tional Discipleship needs to happen, on which we are going to deal here.

4. Lead for a while. Go together in the journey of life, first on the side and then move to behind, do 
not lead in the front. This will make the person not depending on you, but this is trusting him to 
depend on Christ right from the beginning.
Like John the Baptist, he led his disciples for a while when Jesus was coming his way. When someone 
said that his disciples followed Jesus he replied with such recognition that he wasn’t even worthy 
to tie the shoe of Jesus. In the same way, we can only show others The Way, The Truth and The Life.              
                            Letting them follow us is having a sectarian spirit already creeping in our hearts, drawing 
                            disciples for ourselves, and that is what the apostle Paul already warned us for.

                                                5. Be a parent in the Lord. Our relationship to a person is simply to be a parent
                                              in the Lord [Eph.6:1].    It is not a lifetime discipleship that we are maintaining
                                              here but we are engaging a lifetime of relationship. Like Timothy became a “son 
                                             in the Lord” to Paul and John the Beloved becoming a father to many children. 
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You don’t grow up a family through hierarchical paradigms but through relationships where trust 
is build in a healthy way. Hierarchy needs rules and commands to control. Trust is built on relati-
onships. A child is not protected because of the rules you make but because of love in the atmosp-
here. In the same way, you don’t raise up a child by the book but by relationships. This is where the 
word “relational” comes in when making a disciple, as opposed to traditional discipleship based on 
materials and curriculums.

6. Be friendly. Lastly, this is the most omitted part of Christianity today, some may have quoted verses 
like: “do not be unequally yoked with non-believers” and have read it in their own denominational 
eyeglasses of interpretations and so have used it contrary to what Jesus did here on earth, making
friends with the needy and dissatisfied people in this world. I am sorry to burst your bubble here, but 
to find your circle of friends to continue the job of bringing people to follow Christ is to be a friend 
with sinners and tax collectors. As people of The Truth [Jesus is the truth], anointed by God, ”greater 
is He that is in me than the one who is in the world”, what are we afraid of ? And if we really think we 
are “the right people of God”, where can these people go to be found by God if we as Christ’s Ambas-
sadors stay away from them? Somehow we have lost the connection. Remember that the field was 
never the church, it is always the world! And sheep were never meant for the barn but for the field.

“Light of the world, You step down into darkness. Open my eyes let me see…”
What a wonderful song but how sad to see what the church does instead of going out and taking 
that light outside the four walls of their churches, they just stand very still and sing with their hands 
raised and with their eyes closed! Why? I do not know but I have an idea. Maybe their light was puf-
fed up by the way they are living when they get out of their churches? Or maybe they are still waiting 
for another “Revival Night” service? 
The Good news to the world was never the message from the pulpit that only produces pew-sitters 
and bored-listeners and not disciples. The Good news was never the many years we sat down in Sun-
day School Classes, this only makes you a loyal student who can sit not only for an hour but every 
Sunday for about 20 years? When do you graduate? The Good news is Jesus Christ and how your 
daily life was affected by Him!

TRADITIONAL DISCIPLESHIP vs. INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP

The discipleship pattern that can be seen in most churches today can be likened to this scenery:
As Jesus and the disciples walk along the hills, Peter stood still and said “Lord, let us build three 
shelters here. One for you, one for me and one for James. This would be perfect to have 
our training camp for our sessions.” “Ok then”, Jesus replied. And the wind blows and a 
tent was set up with the chairs in rows. “And by the way Peter, have you made some
copies of our topic today?” Jesus inquired. “It’s about how to walk on water, on page 12.”
A year passes by of extensive weekly Bible Studies they’re all burned-out. 



Then as they were all asleep, Jesus sneaks out up to the 
mountain with the purpose  to pray but he was being  fol-
lowed by a crowd of five thousand people, pressing Him on 
every side asking for more free meals as they all had tasted 
the food that Jesus provided them through a miracle last 
week.
And so Jesus woke the disciples up and asked Matthew for 
Him to first be lifted up a little bit higher using his tax table 
as a pulpit to separate Himself from the crowd. And Jesus, 
at the top of His voice, grabs the opportunity to preach the 
Sermon of the Mount messages and after 45 minutes of 
pounding His feet on the table to make each point, He calls 
up for an altar calling. Many received Him as their personal 
Lord and Savior and many also got healed of their diseases. 
Zebedee suggested that they pass out some tracts and de-
cision cards to be filled in for follow-up. And so it happened. 
A minute or so, Judas, who handles the money box, sugge-

sted that they take up an offering as quick as they can. The idea happened after the people had 
eaten their free meals again. So an offering was taken, exhorted by John and instead of using the 
12 baskets in the corner for the food that was left, they used it instead to collect money. There were 
people who gave their silver earrings and gold necklaces for a purpose.
“Let us build a church”, Jesus said to the disciples after the people left. “I have you as my Board of 
Trustees and we have the resources.” Judas kept the money box for a while and carefully took 20% of 
the tithe for his own salary which was not enough to feed his entire family.

“I will call up my father Joseph,” Jesus said. “He can help us build a church, for he is a carpenter and so 
am I. Come let us build the largest church in the world, together!” 

How absurd, right? But does it ring something in your ears? In Traditional churches, the pastor main-
ly uses the Wed-Sun activities as the main culprit of discipling the members. Besides that, they don’t 
intentionally make discipleship as their main program or activity. One aspect of truth is that, as
long as their members show up on Sundays, never mind the Wednesday Night and the Bible Studies, 
it is certainly acceptable as their normal Christian lifestyle. Hence, the goal of modern Christianity 
is simply not to become a churchgoing community but mere a church-goer - Sunday-after- Sunday, 
                                week-after-week, month-after-month, year-after-year both now and forever, Amen!

                                    However, in mentioning that most churches do not prioritize discipleship as their 
                                               main job, there are however other leaders who make them as a top priority. They
                                               have built expensive programs, curriculum and even different kinds of “molding
                                               rooms” to mold people the way they are gifted by God or the way their leaders
                                               see them fit in the church ministry program.
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Jesus transfigured with Moses and Elijah
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This making a disciple must be simple enough to be executed by a newly saved disciple, quick en-
ough to baptize him in the water, and fast enough to reach the growing population. If your way of 
doing it is complicated, then it is very slow. Part of it is often that you are not doing what you are 
supposed to be doing: make disciples. You are probably doing the work of the Holy Spirit: to disciple.

Whose disciple are you? If you are “my” disciple then I can be your discipler. Sad to say then that you 
will become like me and I assure you that you wouldn’t like it. By doing this, I am drawing disciples to 
myself and I will be under the judgment of God! Again, whose disciple are you? Jesus’. And if you are
His disciple, then who is your discipler? The Holy Spirit.

YOUR FAITHFUL MEN
I believe the reason for having rebellious people or those that are against the way we do things in 
the church simply is because we fail to choose those “faithful men” around us [2Tim.2:2]. Those are 
the people who believe in us and trust us. Jesus called the disciples to follow Him like Matthew, Peter 
and John, yet at the same time they are chosen to be with Him after hours of praying on the moun-
tain. Many are called but few are chosen. I believe that those people who are “called” and “chosen” 
are only the ones who you can make disciples of Jesus. The Father has chosen people for Jesus. “I did 
not lose those whom You gave me”. In the same way, our Father has chosen people for us. Each of us 
therefore can make disciples if we recognize this truth. Again, how to find your faithful men? Wel-
come those people who believe in you, trust you and are loyal to you. These then can be faithful in
following God after you disciple them for a while for they will believe what you say, trust what you 
need them to do.

JESUS’ “FAITHFUL MEN”
Jesus did preach to the crowd but only made disciples of a few people. The reality that the disciples 
heeded to the call to follow Jesus is that they believed Him and trusted Him where He would lead 
them. Take for example Nicodemus. Seeing Him in the middle of the night truly portrays some de-
sire to believe in Him. He is curious about “the things from above” because he sees signs pointing up 
there through the miracles Jesus did. And therefore he is ready for new things and to be ready he 
must become a “new person” to receive and enter it: he must be Born Again. 
How about Zacchaeus? Climbing in a tree that is taller than him surely shows some interest and 
shows already believe in Jesus. And Jesus, seeing his desire unashamedly invites Himself to eat at his 

house, in which your light as a lamp truly shines 
to those around you. Imagine someone looking 
at you, traveling miles and miles because he 
hears about your faith spreading out 
like wild fire. And then he finds you 
and you say to him “I will make you 
a disciple”. 
What do you think his reply 
would be? Of course it’s a yes!Jesus talks to Nicodemus; he must born again



How about the other way around, say I want to hear and 
see Billy Graham in one of his crusades. Packed up with 
millions of people but then he shows up with a microp-
hone and calls my name and invites himself to have din-
ner with me at my house. I would be delighted to have 
him and would prepare so much food to have a feast.
I would even invite my closest friends and families 
around. Surprisingly, Billy himself  realizes the power 
of pouring his entire life into those people who belie-
ve, trust and  are loyal to his ability to make them Jesus 
disciples. Hear his unpublished quote. Take note, this 
was 1958!
Billy “I think one of the first things I would do, would 
be to get a small group of eight or ten or twelve men 
around me that would meet a few hours a week and 
pay the price. It would cost them something in time 
and effort. I would share with them everything I 
have, over a period of years. Then I would actually 
have twelve ministers among the laymen who in 
turn could take eight or ten or twelve more and teach them. I know one or two churches that are 
doing that, and it is  revolutionizing the church. Christ, I think, set the pattern. He spent most of his 
time with twelve men. He didn’t spend it with a great crowd. In fact, every time he had a great crowd 
it seems to me that there weren’t too many results. The great results, it seems to me, came in his 
personal interview and in the time he spent with the twelve.” (Quoted in Billy Graham Speaks: The 
Evangelical World Prospect, Christianity Today, vol.3, no.1, p.5, Oct.13, 1958).

Did Billy actually do this? We can only tell by his fruit.

MEN LOOK FOR LEADERS
I was asked several times: “You said that we’re not bringing men to ourselves but to Christ to be dis-
cipled. But there are going to be people out there who are looking for leaders. How are you going to 
deal with that?” Yes, people normally look for leaders and thank God they have found you. My point 
is: There is nothing you can do to a person who chose you to be their leader. So be it. It is quite nice to 
be followed. But there are basically two things you can do for the person who respects you as his/her 
                            leader. Either you draw them to yourself or you draw them to Christ. Can these two 
                            possibilities be entrusted to you? Yes, of course! Then it’s up to you to make your choice. 

                                          The alarming signals can be found in both camps:   Camp One: “I am Apollos’, 
                                                 I am Cephas’, I am Paul’s, I am Christ’s.”
                                                  “I am a disciple of Henk. I belong to the church of Henk, which he founded. 
                                                And so I follow Henk!”
Well, poor Henk!

Relational Discipleship18

Billy Graham Revival Crusade
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The Holy Spirit is my discipler, He teaches me ALL things. He is the one who will remind me of what 
Jesus has said. I am not a part of a denomination whose goal is going to church, but I am a part of a 
church-going community. I don’t attend church, I am the church and I am an Ambassador of God’s 
Kingdom to the world. My King and Savior is Jesus Christ. I am bound by a contract of which I am a 
servant of Him. And so I cannot do what I want to do. I only do what I should do. I am accountable 
to God and I submit myself to every member of Christ’s body which is my extended family of Jesus.

Can anyone disagree on this statement? I suspect nobody would dare to question such confessions!
Jesus Must Be King!

In this whole idea of Intentional-Relational Discipleship, no one will be glorified because there is not 
a single person who is doing the job but everyone doing it among their friends and family-members. 
And we don’t have to build a church, that’s Jesus’ job. If we do His job, then He will not do His job. 
If we do not do our jobs, then He will not do His job either. We must make disciples, and only then 
Jesus can build His Church according to His plan. If this could be pictured in your mind then who’s 
leading the church? No one except Jesus, the Head of the Body and He never loses track of them 
[Jn.4:25].

“Parents in the Lord” act as equippers of the Kingdom [Eph.6:1, 4:11,12].  
This is worth another chapter to be written.

SYSTEMATIC DISCIPLESHIP vs. RELATIONAL DISCIPLESHIP

The Jesus Style of Discipleship that is found in the New Testament will be much in scenery like this:
As Jesus and the disciples were walking down the hill, Jesus said: “Hey, see up there! Seen those birds 
of the air?” And that becomes the lesson of trusting God to meet our needs as we seek first His King-
dom. He continued and looked down to Peter: “See the grass grows in here? Oh, you can be dressed 
up better than these!” And it becomes a teaching on faith.

Jesus uses thousands and even millions of things in this world to teach us. He didn’t have to create 
materials or curriculums to make a point. He could do that but I believe He chose not to, instead He 
recognized what the Father had made already in the world around us. It would be a lot easier and 
fun. Unlike systematic or traditional discipling, based on materials and our dependency on that. 
What could be the next after Class 101? 201? And so on? And then what? Relational discipleship is like 
raising your own son in the Lord. No one raises a son by a book but in a relationship with his parents. 
Church is a family, that’s why it has ”parents in the Lord” and “children in the Lord”. 
And no wonder Paul says that he who cannot manage well his own children cannot 
manage the household of God. Again, this is not a lifetime of discipleship but a 
lifetime of relationship and along the way teachings are done more relationally, 
anytime, everywhere. Not a course to finish for becoming Christ-like, it is not a 
destination but a journey!



Don’t get me wrong, I am not against using materials and curricula, but they are done mostly without 
relationship. It’s all about recruiting people and having materials and sending them without spiri-
tual parenting. It has created a teacher pandemic and lack of fathering [1 Cor. 4:14-17]. I am against
those who value materials but leaving no trust in hearing His voice. I am against those who do hit 
and run ministry leaving God’s children as spiritual orphans in the church.

JESUS, A RELATIONAL DISCIPLER
Jesus is very relational; He makes friends and makes 
them His disciples. Let’s have a look with the Samaritan 
woman, what an intentional and relational Jesus we see 
in this situation. I love how Jesus deals with her by as-
king intentional questions that prompt her to express 
the content of her heart. Imagine if Jesus is a traditional 
pastor who happens to be found by His disciples talking 
to a prostitute? Being a friend? Talking?! Oh my, I am 
sure by next day He will be fired! But He came as the 
Light of the world who steps down into darkness so that 
people can see. The beautiful Samaritan woman who 

has five husbands was lead neither to the Jerusalem Temple nor the Mountains where they used to 
worship, but to Jesus Himself meeting her deepest needs. The woman became an instant evangelist 
to her village without attending a Church Sunday School or joining a Baptist Seminary College!
Another instance is the way Jesus ate together with the sinners and corrupt government officials, 
even more a stumbling block to the religious elite of His day. But He came to offer friendship. The 
rich young ruler was offered relationship with God in spite of his richness and greediness. The pa-
rables speak much of love, forgiveness, healing, accepting, sharing and other wonderful attributes 
that God has for His people too. Jesus was very intentional with His acting and very relational in His 
approach. I believe that this is what makes Him very effective in His ministry along with being led 
by the Spirit of His Father.
If Jesus is a traditionalist, He’d already set up a program and started having Church Services around. 
You know what? If the will of God can be written in to a program then we don’t need to hear His voice 
every time we needed Him. Prayer even can be obsolete. But the reality is this: God’s perfect will 
for His people can be found in being spirit-led all the time! I think it was my friend Ichene who said 
about pastors being dependent on programs, that it is simply because they don’t know how to hear
God’s voice!

                              CHURCH IS ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS
                              People are longing for real authentic relationships within their own family circles and

                                           in their own social networks of friends. Suppose to be the church is the  only Institution
                                   by God to give, share and teach the world about Him, yet sad to see what they 

offer is merely an artificial once-twice a week church services program with  a liturgy 
that is being followed Sunday after Sunday, fifty-two times a year until Jesus comes?
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Jesus and the Samaritan Woman
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Is this what a Christian life is all about? Check these astounding scriptures about relationships.

- Church as Family can be built only through relationships.

- God is our Father and we are His children. What a deep kind of relationship we have.

- Loving God is through our relationship with Him!

- Loving your neighbor cannot be done in a discipleship class. This can only be done by 
   building relationship with him/her!

- Loving your enemy is even harder to do in a class room! If he’s angry at you, give him food to eat 
  and a drink to cool his head. But sorry, you have to approach him and start talking!

- Love one another and all the other scriptures in the New Testament are about building 
   healthy relationships with each other.

These are all relational and very intentional commandments of our King! The church should be spe-
cialized in building healthy relationships, not specialized in ministries. We not only divide Christ’s 
Body into fractions of denominational names but also through our individual specific ministry la-
bels we defile His Body!  Visiting brethren in prison is not called “prison ministry”. It is called relati-
onships! He who does this to the least of these BRETHREN did it unto Me. Feeding hungry people is 
not called “feeding ministry”, it is because you have the relationships to keep a brother. I could not 
imagine that a brother or sister of mine right now as I write this (it’s 4:20 in the morning) sleeps in 
the street without food and shelter. I would ride my car and take him/her into my home! And if I was 
Peter, who is very enthusiastic to do things for Jesus, I could have followed Jesus spitting on a man’s 
blind eyes method of healing. I would be specializing in Spitting Ministry. Do you want me to spit on 
you? I could but it is not a good way to win friends and influence people! 

When we make disciples we don’t extract people out of their religion nor tribe. They remain there 
but this time with a purpose: to make disciples.
Thus, they are a disciples of Jesus e.g. in the Catholic Church or group. They are a disciple of Jesus or 
Isa in the Muslim community. They don’t have to attend meetings, although they probably will, but 
the point is to be with them: eat, talk, laugh, share, cry, sit, run whatever. Be friends with them. This
gives you opportunity to shine your light in the midst of their dark hearts. This makes them curious 
of who you are, a disciple of Jesus. 

An example of the church today is multicultural



Curiosity is the sign in Jesus’ time that a person is ready to  become a disciple. Because Jesus is living a 
life that demands questions. So should we.  The Samaritan woman at the well is curious. Nicodemus 
is curious. Simon the Pharisee  is curious. And the most curious of them all: Zacchaeus. Imagine a 
guy working in  a government in his tie and climbing in a tree just to see this Jesus whom he heard of 
from others. And there Jesus invites Himself to eat with him and his friends!
Making friends from different religious backgrounds is one of the keys to find people  to make dis-
ciples. 

Sadly, many Christians don’t have friends outside their own religion. Jesus spends His life with dif-
ferent individuals and crowds. Somehow somewhere people have their own belief system. We need 
to get in, in order to get them but not get them out. The command from the beginning is to ‘go’ and 
since then it has never changed until today into ‘come.’ It’s a fact that our lives hardly change by 
going to church, let alone that the world will change! This world will be changed by going out there 
and making them disciples.
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Jesus Sends Out  
His Disciples
Luke 10 :   1The Lord now chose  
seventy-two[a] other disciples and sent 
them ahead in pairs to all the towns and 
places he planned to visit.  
2 These were his instructions to them:  
“The harvest is great, but the workers  
are few. So pray to the Lord who is  
in charge of the harvest; ask him to send 
more workers into his fields.  
3 Now go, and remember that I am sending 
you out as lambs among wolves. 


